
AP4 Literature and Composition Summer Reading Assignment  

Summer Reading Requirements: 

1) Please read The Poisonwood Bible by Barbara Kingsolver before we meet for our first class. For this assignment 
please choose one character to analyze throughout the reading, following the “directions” below. 

2) Please purchase How to Read Literature Like a Professor, Revised Edition (ISBN 978-0062301673) by Thomas C. 
Foster. Skimming this text for the main lessons within each chapter before reading The Poisonwood Bible is not a 
requirement but could help you with your character analysis assignment. Regardless, we will officially read this text in 
the first two weeks of school, so you need to have it in your possession on the first day of class. 

3) Please watch the two films: Mona Lisa Smile and The Help. These films will give you some background on the 
historical time period of The Poisonwood Bible offering you insight into the thoughts and choices the characters 
make, in addition to showing you the attitude towards women and minorities during this time in America. For these film 
assignments please choose one character per film to analyze throughout the viewing, following the “directions” below. 

4) Both of these texts, The Poisonwood Bible and How to Read Literature Like a Professor, in addition to the two 
films, Mona Lisa Smile and The Help, will be used for discussion and activities during the first weeks of the course.   

The Poisonwood Bible Character Analysis Directions:  
1) Complete a character analysis, per the directions below, for each of the 7 “sections” of the novel: 1) Genesis, 2) The 

Things We Carried, 3) The Revelation, 4) The Judges, 5) Bel and the Serpent, 6) Exodus, 7) Song of the Three 
Children or Eyes in the Trees. You will complete a total of 7 entires; these should be typed and printed for the first day.  

2) Choose from the following characters: Orleanna Price, Rachel Price, Leah Price, Adah Price, or Ruth May Price. If 
your character does not appear in a “section”, please write two entries for the most recent section they appear in.  

3) For each of the seven entries, answer these two questions in 2-3 well-developed sentences each:  

 1) In your chosen character’s voice, including direct quotes and specific details from the novel (citing with page  
 numbers), answer the following: Who am I? What do I value? In what ways do I change? In what ways do I  
 remain the same?  

 2) In your chosen character’s voice, including direct quotes and specific details from the novel or film (citing with  
 page numbers), answer the following: What did I learn about myself, my friends, my family, or society? Who or  
 what taught me those lessons? How did I respond to that learning, and why did I respond that way? What is my  

 reaction to the thoughts and actions of others; what does that reveal about me?  

Mona Lisa Smile and The Help Character Analysis Directions:  
1) Complete one character analysis, per the directions below, for each of the films, for a total of two entries; these should 

be typed and printed for the first day.  

2) Choose from the following characters:  
 For Mona Lisa Smile choose: Katherine Watson, Betty Warren, Joan Brandwyn, Giselle Levy, or Connie Baker.  
 For The Help choose: Eugenia ‘Skeeter’ Phelan, Abilene Clark, Minny Jackson, Celia Foote, or Charlotte Phelan. 

3) For each of the film entries, answer these three questions in 2-3 well-developed sentences each:  

 1) In your chosen character’s voice, including direct quotes and specific details from the novel or film, answer the  

 following: Who am I? What do I value? In what ways do I change? In what ways do I remain the same?  
 2) In your chosen character’s voice, including direct quotes and specific details from the film, answer the  
 following: What did I learn about myself, my friends, my family, or society? Who or what taught me those lessons?  

 How did I respond to that learning, and why did I respond that way? What is my reaction to the thoughts and  
 actions of others; what does that reveal about me? 
 3) In your own personal voice, apply one of these topics from The Poisonwood Bible (i.e. identity issues,  

 authority, relationships, societal expectations, gender inequality, racial inequality, loss of innocence, etc.) in  
 relation to or as evidenced by your character from Mona Lisa Smile or The Help and support with details from  
 both texts. 


