
SUMMER 2022 ENGLISH-2 MARCELLIN SUMMER READING LIST 

Choose ONE book to read over the summer from the list below (plot summaries are from 

goodreads.com). 

 

Not Even Bones by Rebecca Schaeffer 

Dexter meets This Savage Song in this dark fantasy about a girl who sells magical body parts on 

the black market — until she’s betrayed. 

Nita doesn’t murder supernatural beings and sell their body parts on the internet—her mother 

does that. Nita just dissects the bodies after they’ve been “acquired.” But when her mom brings 

home a live specimen, Nita decides she wants out — dissecting living people is a step too far. 

But when she tries to save her mother’s victim, she ends up sold on the black market in his place 

— because Nita herself is a supernatural being. Now Nita is on the other side of the bars, and 

there is no line she won’t cross to escape and make sure no one can ever capture her again. 

Nita did a good deed, and it cost her everything. Now she’s going to do a lot of bad deeds to get 

it all back. 

 

Ninth Ward by Jewel Parker Rhodes 

Twelve-year-old Lanesha lives in a tight-knit community in New Orleans' Ninth Ward. She 

doesn't have a fancy house like her uptown family or lots of friends like the other kids on her 

street. But what she does have is Mama Ya-Ya, her fiercely loving caretaker, wise in the ways of 

the world and able to predict the future. So when Mama Ya-Ya's visions show a powerful 

hurricane--Katrina--fast approaching, it's up to Lanesha to call upon the hope and strength 

Mama Ya-Ya has given her to help them both survive the storm. 

From the New York Times bestselling author of Ghost Boys and Towers Falling, Ninth Ward is a 

deeply emotional story about transformation and a celebration of resilience, friendship, and 

family--as only love can define it. 

 

Ground Zero by Alan Gratz 

It's September 11, 2001. Brandon, a 9-year-old boy, goes to work for the day with his dad . . . at 

the World Trade Center in New York City. When two planes hit the towers, Brandon and his 

father are trapped inside a fiery nightmare as terror and confusion swirl around them. Can they 

escape -- and what will the world be like when they do. 

In present-day Afghanistan, Reshmina is an 11-year-old girl who is used to growing up in the 

shadow of war, but she has dreams of peace and unity. When she ends up harboring a wounded 



young American soldier, she and her entire family are put in mortal danger. But Reshmina also 

learns something surprising about the roots of this endless war. 

 

Warcross by Marie Lu 

For the millions who log in every day, Warcross isn’t just a game—it’s a way of life. The 

obsession started ten years ago and its fan base now spans the globe, some eager to escape from 

reality and others hoping to make a profit. Struggling to make ends meet, teenage hacker Emika 

Chen works as a bounty hunter, tracking down players who bet on the game illegally. But the 

bounty hunting world is a competitive one, and survival has not been easy. Needing to make 

some quick cash, Emika takes a risk and hacks into the opening game of the international 

Warcross Championships—only to accidentally glitch herself into the action and become an 

overnight sensation. 

Convinced she’s going to be arrested, Emika is shocked when instead she gets a call from the 

game’s creator, the elusive young billionaire Hideo Tanaka, with an irresistible offer. He needs 

a spy on the inside of this year’s tournament in order to uncover a security problem . . . and he 

wants Emika for the job. With no time to lose, Emika’s whisked off to Tokyo and thrust into a 

world of fame and fortune that she’s only dreamed of. But soon her investigation uncovers a 

sinister plot, with major consequences for the entire Warcross empire. 

 

All American Boys by Jason Reynolds* 

That’s the sidewalk graffiti that started it all… 

Well, no, actually, a lady tripping over Rashad at the store, making him drop a bag of chips, was 

what started it all. Because it didn’t matter what Rashad said next—that it was an accident, that 

he wasn’t stealing—the cop just kept pounding him. Over and over, pummeling him into the 

pavement. So then Rashad, an ROTC kid with mad art skills, was absent again…and 

again…stuck in a hospital room. Why? Because it looked like he was stealing. And he was a 

black kid in baggy clothes. So he must have been stealing. 

And that’s how it started. 

And that’s what Quinn, a white kid, saw. He saw his best friend’s older brother beating the 

daylights out of a classmate. At first Quinn doesn’t tell a soul…He’s not even sure he 

understands it. And does it matter? The whole thing was caught on camera, anyway. But when 

the school—and nation—start to divide on what happens, blame spreads like wildfire fed by ugly 

words like “racism” and “police brutality.” Quinn realizes he’s got to understand it, because, 

bystander or not, he’s a part of history. He just has to figure out what side of history that will be.  

Rashad and Quinn—one black, one white, both American—face the unspeakable truth that 

racism and prejudice didn’t die after the civil rights movement. There’s a future at stake, a future 



where no one else will have to be absent because of police brutality. They just have to risk 

everything to change the world. 

Cuz that’s how it can end. 

 

American Panda by Gloria Chao* 

At seventeen, Mei should be in high school, but skipping fourth grade was part of her parents' 

master plan. Now a freshman at MIT, she is on track to fulfill the rest of this predetermined 

future: become a doctor, marry a preapproved Taiwanese Ivy Leaguer, produce a litter of 

babies. 

With everything her parents have sacrificed to make her cushy life a reality, Mei can't bring 

herself to tell them the truth--that she (1) hates germs, (2) falls asleep in biology lectures, and (3) 

has a crush on her classmate Darren Takahashi, who is decidedly not Taiwanese. 

But when Mei reconnects with her brother, Xing, who is estranged from the family for dating the 

wrong woman, Mei starts to wonder if all the secrets are truly worth it. Can she find a way to be 

herself, whoever that is, before her web of lies unravels? 

 

Far From the Tree by Robin Benway* 

Being the middle child has its ups and downs. 

But for Grace, an only child who was adopted at birth, discovering that she is a middle child is a 

different ride altogether. After putting her own baby up for adoption, she goes looking for her 

biological family, including— 

Maya, her loudmouthed younger bio sister, who has a lot to say about their newfound family ties. 

Having grown up the snarky brunette in a house full of chipper redheads, she’s quick to search 

for traces of herself among these not-quite-strangers. And when her adopted family’s long-

buried problems begin to explode to the surface, Maya can’t help but wonder where exactly it is 

that she belongs. 

And Joaquin, their stoic older bio brother, who has no interest in bonding over their shared 

biological mother. After seventeen years in the foster care system, he’s learned that there are no 

heroes, and secrets and fears are best kept close to the vest, where they can’t hurt anyone but 

him. 

*book is also on the English II-Academic summer reading list 

Make sure you read the book and take notes on it by the first day of school.  There will be 

an assignment given for you to complete during the first week of school about the book you 

read.  The assignment will be counted as a grade for the class. 


